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T is Ordered, that the Thanks of this Court 
be given to the Reverend Dr. Kamſon, for his 
Sermon Preach'd before this Court, and the Go- 


vernours of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of this City, at 


the Pariſh-Church of St. Bridger, on Wedneſday 


in Eaſter- Week laſt, and that he be deſired to 


Print the ſame. 
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1 Cor. XVI. xiv. 
L et all your Things be done with 
CHARITY. 


zh a Man were a Stranger to the 
Craft and Subtilty of the Devil, and 
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of Humane Nature, even under 


Improvement, he might juſtly won- 
Fs that the Church of Corinth, planted by St. 


Paul's Miniſtry, and watered by his skilful 
Hand, ſhould ſo ſoon have its Beauty blemiſh'd, 


and its Glory tarniſh'd and ſullied. For no ſoon- 
er Was the Goſpel Preach'd in that famous and 
flouriſhing City, but there immediately aroſe 


Diviſions and Diſſentions in it; the Enemy ſow- 


ing thoſe Tares betimes, even almoſt as ſoon as 
the good Seed it ſelf was ſown. 

Well knows that ſpiteful Adverſary of Man- 
kind, that there 1s nothing more prejudicial to 
Churches than Miſunderſtandings and Conten- 


tions; and that as they are built up and eſtabliſh. 


ed 


XA 


unacquainted with the degeneracy 


the very beſt means of Grace and 
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ed by Love, ſo they are rained and deftroyed by ill 
Will and Hatred. — 
Zo that, notwithſtanding the noble and exalted 
Character the learned Apoſtle has given of Cha- 
RITY at the 13th Chapter, in which it is preferr'd 
to Faith, Hope, and even Martyrdom itſelf : Yet 
ſo full is He of it, that He inculcates here again 
the ſame Doctrine in general, and does it with 
advantage in the words of my Text, Let all your 
things be done with Charity. "3 

If then the Corinthian Church, as ſome of the 
beſt Expoſitors believe, began to be vex'd with 
ScHisM at this time, the Apo#le may be ſup- 


pos'd to give the beſt Directions both to the 


Church, and thoſe who were miſled. 1/. To 
the Church, to uſe the moſt gentle and Charz- 


table Methods to reduce the {tray Sheep into the 
Fold. And 2490, To the Milled, that they tranſ- 


greſs not the Rules of Charity, the Bond of Per- 
fectneſs, and make not a rent in the Seamleſs 
Garment of Chriſt. For Schiss no doubt is a 
very heinous Sin, and ſtands condemned both 
by the Guily and not Guilty; and we conſe- 
quently always find, that they who are juſtly 


- accus'd of it, conſtantly diſclaim it, as well know- 


ing it is a Charge Men can eaſier deny than 
juſtify. . Res 15 
Let all your things, ſays the Apoſtle, i. e. all your 


Works, all your Actions, be done in or with Cha- 


rity. And where that is, there will be no Divi- 
Hons, For this is in effect to ſay — Let Charity 
dictate to you, animate and govern you; let nothing 
be done out of Ambition, Emulation, or Strife; but 
every thing with Brotherly Love and Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, Whether therefore you command or obey, 125 

ther 


ther you teach or learn, or whatſoever you do, ſet be- 
fore your Eyes the Good and Edificat ion of your Bro- 
1 0 | 
By CrariTY we are to underſtand a ſincere 
and and unfeigned love of God, and of our Neighbour 
for God's ſake, In that ſenſe 


LET ALL YOUR THINGS BE DONE WITH CHARITY.. 


| In diſcourſing on which Words, I ſhall enquire 


I. In what inſtances CHAriTyY ſhould more par- 
ticularly appear, with reſpect to 1ſt. The Love 
of God, adly. Of our Neighbour. 


II. I will endeavour to prove, that where there 
is no CHARLTY, we do nothing as becomes Chri- 


ſtians. 


III. 7 ſhall apply the Doctrine in ſome particular 
Obſervations. 


1. In what Inſtances CHARITY, Cc. 


Mx Txxr indeed ſays at large, Let ALL your 
things be done with Charity. But ſince it is not 
pollible to treat of ALL THINGS, I ſhall content 
my ſelf to chooſe ſome of thoſe Inſtances, in 
which there is the greateſt occaſion for CHarih, 


and in which that extenſive Virtue appears in its 


greateſt luſtre. 
As to Charity in its firft Senſe, i. e. the love of 


God, it ought to Rule and predominate in every 
- Chriſtian Heart. Without hat all our Devoti- 


ons are lifeleſs Words diſcharg'd into the Air, 


Alms-giving is only relieving our ſelves, or gra- 


tifying 


St. Matt. v. 
45» 


(6) 


tikying our own Vanity, and going to the Stake 


is not Martyrdom, but Obſtinacy or Vain-glory. 


Without that, Knowlege it ſelf, and even Know- 


lege of Myſteries, is not better than Ignorance 


and Barbarity, and Faith it ſelf is Infignificant 


and of no Value. That is the Salt which ſeaſons 
all Religious Performances ; That gives Wings 
to Prayers and Alms, that they mount up fora 


Memorial before God. Tis that which diſpoſes 


us to Courteſy, and an Univerſal Benevolence, 
for his ſake, from whom every good and perfect 


Gift does come, and in Imitation of Him, who 


maleth his Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, 
and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt and on the Unjaſt, Our 
Hearts, if heated by that Heavenly Flame glow 


within us, and diſdain whatever pretends to 


Rival God in our Aﬀections, who is the onely 
proper Object of our Admiration and Adoration. 


If this Holy Love be in as and abound, we ſhall 


love God for his own Sake, becauſe he is moſt 


Lovely ; We ſhall abhor, and fly from every | 


thing which may cauſe a Separation between 
Him and Us. We ſhall deſire with the utmoſt 
earneſtneſs a Spiritual Union with Him in this 


World, and a Cloſer, when this World ſhall be 


And this will naturally create a love of our 
Brother, for the ſake of God; that God who is 
the common Parent of us All. To him who tru- 
ly loves God, ſo many endearing Motives offer 


themſelves for the love of his Fellow Creatures, 


that the Heart which is poſſeſs'd of the one, muſt 


neceſſarily give Free Admiſſion to the other. 
Where there are a ſincere Love and Friendſhip, 
there will in ſome degree be the ſame deſires and 


Inclinations, 


E 
Inclinations, and there is ſomew hat ſo Noble and 
Generous in Affection, that it not only takes in- 
to its arms its own Friends, but their Friends too. 
God is call'd the God of Love — nay more — 
Love it ſelf. So that in nothing can we more re. 
ſemble our Perfect Original, than by this Hea- 
venly Diſpoſition, The Image of God ſtamp'd 
upon Man appears by it ſo manifeſtly, that no 
Wonder an Inſpir'd Author has told us, that A 
that loveth God will love his Brother alſo. ; 

Briefly therefore — If the Love of God reigns in 
our Hearts, it will ſpread it ſelf into every Action 
of Life. We ſhall feel it in our Thong ts, it will 
ſhew it ſelf in our Words, and will be ſeen in our 
Deeds, We ſhall breath nothing but Love, all 
we ſpeak will flow from that Divine Principle, 
and whatever we do will ſavour of that Spring, 
from whence it is derived. And when it is a 
Governing Principle, it conſiſts in preferring the 
Pleaſure of God in all things to its own. I ſhall - 
only add, that as a vigorous, and full State of 
Healtlr is felt with Pleaſure, but cannot be de- 
ſcrib'd; ſo They who are Happy in loving God, 
feel often ſome pleaſing bur unexpreſſible Emana- 
tions of it. One can give no true Idea of it to 
thoſe who are Strangers to it. 

I proceed to enquire, 2aly In what inſtances Cr As 
RITY ſhould more particularly appear, as Ui co fre- 
hends our love to our Neighbour, 

And here a large Scene opens to our View. 
My Text requires that ALL our things be done with 
Charity). 1 - 
_ Cyakiry indeed is of a large and Comprehen- 
ſive Nature, as Wide as Mens various Neceſſities, 
like a Tree ofa vaſt Extent, it ſpreads and _ 
= 


2 Cor. Xilis 
14 
1 Fobn iv 8. 


1 John iv. 21 
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59 
Jes it ſelf, its Branches cannot be confin'd to a 
narrow Com paſs. 1 ' 
But ſince it principally Conſiſts in Grvine and 
Foxcivins, I perſuade my ſelf, that when I 
have enlarg'd on thoſe two diſtinct Heads, moſt 
of the other parts of the Duty will tall under one 
of them. as . Ga | 
And here I premiſe, that nothing New on 
ſuch known Subjects, can or indeed ought to be | 
expected. Any Syſtems in Divinity contrary to 
the old Ones are juſtly ſuſpected and exploded. 
Tis not as in Philoſophy, in which Diſcoveries 
are daily made ; in the Chriſtian Religion no In- 
novations are allow'd. So that all I can pretend 
to muſt be in St Peters Language to ſtir up your 
2 Epiſt. iii» pure Minds by way of Remembrance. 15 
* I here is indeed a particular Happineſs attends 
all Oux PrRroxMANCES ON THis Occason, 
that We have before our Eyes the molt moving 
Argument for Charity, viz. So many lively Ex- 
amples ofit. Such an appearance of ſo many who 
Give, and of ſo many who Receive, preſents to us 
the force of the Duty, and its Lovelineſs at the 
ſame time: for where the Precept and the Practice 
of a Virtue go together, like a Rule and an Exam- 
ple, one illuſtrates the other, and THERE it ap- 
pears in all its Glory. 4 6 RS 
| 1ſt. Then, as to Grving, It conſiſts in diſtri- 
buting Food to the Hungry, Drink to the Thirſty, 
Cloaths to the Naked, in viſiting the Indigent 
Sick in Priſon, or elſewhere, and Miniſtring to 
their Neceſſities. Such is the Condition of Hu- 
mane Affairs, and ſuch the Diſpoſition of Divine 
Providence, that the Poo are ever more Nume- 
rous than the Rich. Which ſhould afford a fair 
Leſſon 
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Leſſon to every Rich Man, that he has azy un- 
der his Care, that he is but a Truſtee and Stew. 
ard ; and Stewards (we all know) muſt at laſt 
be calPd to an Account. | . 
F all our things were done with Charity, we 
ſhould” rejoice with them that rejoice, and H- eep with 
thoſe that Weep. We ſhould Sympathize with our 
Brother, both in his Sufferings and Succeſſes ; far 
from envying, we ſhould ſhare in the pleaſure of. 
his Proſperity, and move to the relief of his Affli- 
ctions, as of our own, with a chearfull and even 
Natural ſpeed. For Chriſtianity incorporating 
us into one Body, gives us the quickeſt ſenſibility 
for the diſtreſs of our Fellow-Members, ſhews us 
the God-like Plea ſure taken in doing good to o- 
thers, and inſtructs us to treat the miſerable as 
We would deſire to be treated, were we in their 
Unhappy Condition. CAR ITx, as by a Mi- 
racle of Grace, opens the Wither'd and Contra- 
cted Hand, and enlarges the narrow Heart; it 
ſets Poverty in a new light, ſtript of it loathſom- 
neſs, when we look on the Poor as thoſe who 
will prove very powerfull Advocates for us in the 
higheſt Court. It fills the Heart with Tender- 
neſs, Compaſſion, and Mercy; it ſoftens it, it 
melts it at the ſight of a Miſerable Object, and 
diſcerns Chriſt himſelf asking in the Perſon of the 
Poor. It diveſts us of ſelfiſhneſs, and teaches us 
to conſider our ſelves as a Part of the ſame fami- 
ly with the reſt of Mankind; and tho? there are 
Maſters and there are Servants, yet every one 
ſhould have his daily bread. Nay more, When 
Cu Ax I v has taken full Poſſeſſion, it contents 
not it {elf with thoſe occaſions which preſet. 
themſelves ; it meets rhem, it goes about doing good, 
N | B it 
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it ſeeks out opportunities of Exerting it ſelf, and 


(40) 


rejoices when they are found. It is never more 


happy than when it makes others ſo, and /ooks up- 


on that day as loſt in which it has done no good. 
Nor does CHARIT Y more advantagioully dif. 
play it ſelf in Giving than Forgiving; and in this 


too it reſembles the moſt High. For God is a God 


of Mercy, eaſy to be intreated, and who will ex- 


tend his goodneſs to all, but the ſtubborn and Im- 


penitent. Charity hopeth all things, diſtruſts not 
while there is the leaſt ground for a good Con- 
ſtruction, demands not fatisfaction for a word 


miſplac'd, as if nothing leſs than a Man's Blood 


were a ſufficient Attonement for a real Injury, or 


ev'n a ſuppos'd one. CrariTY, like Mercy, re. 


joiceth againſt Judement, and he who ſhews no 
Mercy will find none, when he ſhall moſt ſtand 
in need of it. CHar1TyY is never idle, it forgives 
Offences, and Debts too on proper occaſions, it 
reconciles Enemies, and is gentle in paſſing Cen- 


ſures on others. It is not eaſily provok'd, is not on 
fire on the leaſt Contraqiction, impatient of any 


oppoſition, ev'n in things in which Men may 
differ without any breach of Charity or Honeſty, 


It is not aſſuming in Converſation, nor apt to 


condemn others; and as for thoſe who are its 
cauſeleſs Enemies, its only return to ſuch, is to 
forgive them. Farther {till — There is oftentimes 
a peculiar calmneſs and luſtre in the very Coun- 
renances of Men adorn'd with this Virtue, as ea- 
fily to be diſtinguiſh'd from dark Natures and 


ſullen Diſpoſitions, as the clear Sunſhine is from 
_ obſcurer Light. Where CHARITY predominates 


and is Habitual, we ſee the amiable part of hu- 
mane Nature, and an Exerciſe of all ſocial VIEWS; 
where 


\ 


by OO 
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where SH E is a Stranger, Incivility and Mo- 
roſeneſs prevail, attended with the baſe train of 
1 and Malevolence: t 
T were eaſy to enlarge on ſo pleaſing a Subject, 
but being ſenſible How much remains bebind, 
proceed to my 24. Particular, and that is — 
Where there 1s no Charity, We do nothing as becomes 
Chriſtians. 
The end of the Commandment is Charity, ſays St. 1 Tim. i. + 
PauL---and, viſiting the Fatherleſs and Widows in 
their affliction is made by St. James a Principal 4 
branch of pare Religion, and undefiled before God, 1 Ch, v. 27. "oy 
For indeed without Chriſtian Love and Charity, LL 
what would the World be? Like a Wilderneſs, 1 
full of howling and greedy Beaſts of Prey, in {44 
which the. ſtronger would devour the weaker. _ 
CHARITY is the very Badge and diſtinguiſhing _ 4 
mark of Chriſtians, by which they are to be 1 
known to be Diſciples of the Holy Jeſus. Where . . wy 
there is no love of our Brethren, whom we have ſeen, _ 
there can be no love of God whom we have not ſeen, 1 Job. iv. 20. 1 
and when we are deſtitute of theſe, the Precepts 
of the Chriſtian Religion, 'tis plain have no 4 
force upon us. For that is made up of Love and i 


po ol 


Charity, of bearing and forbearing, of loving : 9 | 
even our very Enemies, and of all that pro- V4 | 
motes the mutual Peace, Harmony, and indear- F268 
ment of Mankind. And in this we have not on- 120 
ly the Wiſeſt and moit generous Precepts the 09 
World was ever directed by, but the moſt illuſt- 4 


rious and powerfull Example in the GREAT Au- WW 
THOR of it, who came to his own, and his own re. 
ceived him not. And altho? he came to reſcue St. Jeb. i. 11 
Men from the Captivity of Sin and Satan, yet 
ev'n thoſe very Men for whoſe fake he came 
. nn 7 would 


e NE 
would have none of Him. Nay more. He ſuffer'd 
all the Indignitjes inſulting meaneſs could offer, 
and finally gave himſelf upto a Death of Ignomi- 
ny and great Torment; and Dying pray'd for 


the very Contrivers of it, that they alſo might 
reap. the ineſtimable benefit of the Death they 


caus d. FE > ELL OS \ +4 
What Inſtitution then can be compar'd to the: 

Chriſtian, one? In it there are Rules Divinely 

Calculated to make Men Eaſy and Happy, and 


kind to each other, inforcd by a moſt ſhining and 
glorious Patern? Doctrines ſo Heavenly muſt 


diſcover the Divinity of him who Preach'd them, 

ev'n without the concurring Evidence of Mira- 

cles, to corroborate and ſupport them. _ 
And indeed fo far are the Harſh and Unmerci- 


full from being good Chriſtians, that they are 


Miſericordia 
nibil nature. 
bominis accom- 
modatius © 


De Clementia. 
De Beneficijs. 


no ſo much as Good Heathens. Nothing is ſo ſui. 
ted to Humane Nature as Mercy, ſay'd TuLLx; 
andSENECA in his noble Books of.Clemexncy,and of 
Benefits, has ſurpriz d the World with ſo many 
Admirable Sayings, that even a good Chriſtian 
need not be alba d to own them. Dos 
And who is ignorant of this Truth, that the 


Chriſtian Religion is a Religion of Love and Uni- 


ty, Which teaches us to be of the ſame Mind, to 
think and ſay the ſame things, to condeſcend to Men 
of low eſtates, to eſteem others more than our ſelves, 
to be pitiful, Courteous, to look upon all Men as 
Brethren, to love our ver) Enemies and pray for 
them that deſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us, altho* 
Leſſons meer Nature could not teach??? 
From all which, and numberleſs other Inſtances; 


it will appear, that where Men are ftrangers 


to Charity, they are ſtrangers alſo to the Chriſtian 
: 1 _. Religion, 


£2 Þ, 

Religion, and the Great and Holy Author of it: 
Their Attings are directly Antichriſtian; So 
far are they from doing ought as becomes Chri- 
ſtians. Which was my ſecond Propoſition. 


I proceed 3ly, To ſome particular Application, 


and will not forget the Occaſion of our being 
Aſſembled here at this time. 

And here I cannot decline obſerving to our 
Shame, That hardly can there be an Inſtance in 


any Country or Age, where there is a greater 
| occaſion of calling for an exerciſe of this Hea- | 
venly Virtue. For when we ſhall ſee Diabo- 


lical Spite, and Envy, and Malice, uſurp the 
place of Chriſtian Love; and Men not barely diſ- 
liking thoſe who differ from them, as formerly, 
but hating them with a perfect Hatred; when 


we ſhall ſee Men fitting at (and I fear kneeling 
before) the ſame Table, and at the ſame time en- 


tertaining ill Will to each other, to call it by the 


ſofteſt name, May we not without breach C. 


rity, fay ſuch as theſe have Nox? When we 
ſhall ſee Rancour ſo predominant in ſome Mens 


Countenances, and thoſe not a few, that they 


neither can nor care to conceal it; and this not 
for any-ill Offices done them in particular, but 


purely upon difference of Opinion, and in things 


of no Moment, and which concern not them ; 
How can ſuch as theſe be look'd upon as any 


thing but Nominal Chriſtians, who never felt the 
Vital Powers of a Religion, brovght into the 


World by the Mee and Holy Jesus ? . 

Nor do! forget my ſelf or my Subject, when 
Jaſſert this; ſince it is a violation of the Duty I 

am recommending, and too manifeſt to be deny'd. 


To ſuch an amazing height are our Party- Quar- 


rels 
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rels #ow carried, that Converſation, one of the 
greateſt Comforts of Life, is now one of the leaſt 
. pleaſing parts of it. For Men ſee no Virtues, no 
Excellencies, in thoſe who think not as they do. 
TukEix Religion is counted Hypocritical ; T herr 
Love to the Church not real; 7 he:r Sobriety coun» 
terfeit ; Their Charity but a Pretence ; Their Cour . 
rage but Brutality. Their Vices are multiplied 
and magnified, which they forgive in weir own 
Friends, and no Allowance is made for their 
PERSONAL failings, tho' weigh'd down by ſupe- 
rior PusLIck Virtues. 7 75 | 
I rake no pleaſure in laying open our Wounds, 
any farther than is neceſlary to heal them. Nor 
ſhould theſe things be remembred now, which I 
could wiſh for ever forgot, but that our Conten- 
tions have riſen ſo high (and there is but little 
appearance of their abatement) that the expoſing 
them in their proper Colours, (ſince the grounds 
of our Diſagreement are really ſo ridiculous) may 
perhaps be one means of making Us aſhamed of 
them, and laying them down. | 

And the rather, becauſe We have been ever 
looked upon as a grave and ſober People; ſo that 
our preſent Pix ENSIE being neither Epidemical 
nor Uziver/al, will not (we hope) always laſt. 

If it ſhould, it would happen in the Body Poli- 
tick, as it does in the Natural one; all unuſual 
Ferments are dangerous, and often deſtructive. 5 

And ſince I am looking into our Enormities, I 
cannot but add, that our want of Charity appears 
in nothing ſo much, as in the odious names of 
Diſtinction, the Invention of a cunning Enemy, 
and the unchriſtian Cenſures we paſs upon each 
other. In this reſpect we have at preſent a large 

| Subject 


(15) 
Subject of Lamentation, that We cannot be igno- 
rant, that the Hands of thoſe who hate us, have 
prepar'd this yoysNous Cuy for us, and yet we 
will &zo:vingly drink it up. If Religion were x E- 
ALLY at the bottom of our Controverſies, THAr 
indeed would be a Sacred Cauſe, to be manag'd 
with Reverence and an awful Regard ; but ſince 
We find ſo much Gall and Bitterneſs in our Con- 
tentions, the Spirit of God cannot be there, which 
deſcends not in Storms and Tempeſts, but in a 
[mall ſtill Voice, Let Men then ſpeak out and tell 
us plainly, that the diſtance between Parties is ver) 
much from their diſtance of Intereſts, and that Honor 
and Profits are the Prizes they contend for, and 
We will believe them; but when Gop's Holy 
Name, and that of the Cyurxcn, are made uſe 
of, *tis fit ſuch Men ſhould be told with an honeſt 
Liberty, that ſuch Venerable Names ought not to 
be made uſe of tor Wordly or uncharitable pur- 
poſes. SEED | | 
If indeed we will ſtill continue to Quarrel at 
Home, not at all concerned at what has been done, 
and is doing Abroad, we are ripe for Ruine. 


And if We will be till ſo incredulovs and in- 


ſenſible, that all the Neighbouring Beacons on fire 
will not alarm us, and make us look about us, 
what favour can We expect from God, ſince We 
are reſolved to deſtroy our ſelves, and to periſh 

by our own Hands? 001: 40 581 
And if we will carry our Reſentments ſo high, 
that we had rather be ruin'd by thoſe we affeQ, 
than preſerved by thoſe we do not; and will ſink 
the Ship, being content. to Periſh, if our Enemies 
may but Periſh with us ; Is it not fit that we who 
will not ſee our Happineſs, ſhould feel e ? 
| 1 * 
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(16) 
low will the Actions of the preſent Times en- 
dure the Examination of impartial and ſevere Po- 

ſterity? That this Nation ſhould be under the Go- 
vernment of a Great, a Good, a Wiſe, and Graci- 
ous SOVEREIGN, adorn'd with every ROA, 
Virtue, and whoſe Intereſt is ſo woven with that 
of the Nation, that Ve cannot be happy with- 
out Him, and We muſt ſtand or fall together, 
and this PRINCE bleſt with ſuch a Numerous and 
Glorious Family to ſucceed Him, and yet that 
there ſhould be Marmurings and Complainings in 
our Streets, e ente 
What thoſe Complainers mean, is not difficult 
to find out; for what they ſay or do, is either out 
of groſs Ignorance, or from the effect of diſap- 
pointed Malice, or with the View to prepare us 
tor ſome bad Delign they dare not VE own. 
I would not have carried this matter ſo far, 
but that there is ſuch a Spirit ſtill among us, 
as I am ſure forebodes no Good. —— And be- 
ſides, Our Caſe is like that of Cræſas's Son, We 
ought not to be Dumb, when our PoLiTicar 
FATHER is ſtruck at. I mean not that His 
ROYAL PERSON is ſtruck at, (I pray God avert 
that !) but no doubt it muſt be a ſenſible Wound 
to a PRINCE, that ſuch endeavours are us'd to 
alienate the Affections of his Subjects, that unva- 
luable Treaſure, from him: That his Enemies are 
Patroniz'd by too many, and his Adminiſtration 
-oppos'd and croſs*d. Let it be conſider'd, whe- 
ther this be not, in ſome ſenſe, Reſiſting 4 Prince, 
tho? in a leſs Generous way, than meeting and 
oppoſing him in the Field of Battle. 5 
And when we find weak Peoples Diſcontents 
rais'd, their Fears manag'd, and all this with 


great 


. 


great Succeſs, tho“ by the courſeſt Arts and 


moſt improbable Fictions and Pretences ; 'tis e- 
vident their Hearts are little ſeaſoned with Cliri- 
ſtian Love and Charity, who can be fo cheaply 


diſtemper'd, and to eaſily inflam'd againſt their 


Brethren: 
And again, when Men ſo credulous one way, 


yet wilfully ſhut their Eyes the other againſt the 


plaineſt Conviction, and will not ſee; does not 
this look like a Jupiciat Biinpxess, a ſure and 
fad forerunner of Deſtruction ? 

1 pray God avert the Omen! May t Goa 
who maketh Men to be of one Miad in 4 Hole or 


Kingdom, compoſe our Differences, for He a/c - 


can do it. And for our Comfort, if it be bz 
good pleaſure who ſtilleth the raging of the Waves, 
and Madneſs of the People, no Succours can come 
too late, which hedeligns for our ſafety or reſcue. 
I know it is impoſſible to meddle with theſe 
things without giving Offence, even tho? it be 
done with the ſofteſt Hand, in the moſt tender 
manner, and with the beſt Deſign. So inflam'd 
are Men's Minds, that they will not ſuffer the 
moſt gentle Remedies to be applied to them. So 
that I think fit to add, that nothing could have 
drawn this from me, but a clear Conviction, that 


tis the Duty of a Preacher of this Chriſtian Do- 


- Arine to blame theſe Exceſſes, as no leſs pernici- 
ous to cur Religious than Political Intereſts, no 
leſs ruinous to the Church than to the State; and 
a ſerious concern to. revive among us expiring 


CnAkirx, without which we can neither be 
good Subjects, good Neighbours, nor good Chri- 


ſtians. 


(318) 

In a Word, — whoever acts on Principles of 
Religion, Honour, Honeſty, or Love to our moſt 
happy Conſtitution in Church or State, will do 
all in his power to make Men Friends, And to 
encourage us to it, I ſhall only add, That 7 4 
much Agher Crime to ſet Men's Hoaſes on fire, than 
their Minds. — And on the other hand — ”Tis a 
God-like Revenge to love our Enemies. 


I will dwell no longer on theſe things, for tis 
not eaſie to ſtem the Popular Tide, and the Flood 
and Torrent of Uncharitableneſs lately broke in 
upon us, but ſhall proceed to what my Duty and 
your ExpeQations more directly call for. 


Here the True Reports were read of the preſent 
State of Chrift*s, t. Bartholomew?s, S-. 
Thomas's, Bridewell and Bethlem Hoſpitals 
As alſo of the newly erected Corporation for 
Work- Houſes, in the City and Liberties of 
London. e 


And here J confeſs, and confeſs with Pleaſure, 
that whatever defect of Charity I have obſerv'd 
under the Notion of Chriſtian Love, Agreement, 
and Forgiving ; under that of GIVIN I ſhall 
not be ſo ſparing of my Praiſes. 
For here we have before our Eyes the fair 
Fruits and happy effects of CHART T. For 
which way ſoever I turn my ſelf, either I ſee 
thoſe who take care of the Charity of others, 
which of it ſelf is a Charity, or elſe contribute 
largely to it, and themſelves increaſe the number 
of the Benefactors; or elſe I view thoſe who par- 
take of it. 


(19) 


full in none ! | 


1. As to the Care and Concern for the Little Clrifts 779i 
Ones, ſo dear to God, and /o favour'd by Our Sa. 
vioar as to be talen into his Arms; what greater 


Pleaſure can there be, than to extend the State 
of Innocence as far as may be, to reſtrain un— 
diſciplin'd Nature, and qualify Youth to be ule- 
ful and ſervicable to the World? Oblerve but 
the MoJeſt and Virtuous look of one who 15 
Happy in this good Education, and the impu— 
dent and diſhoneſt Face of one Jef? to hin, and 
it will be eaſy to fee on which lide the Advan- 
tage lies. 1 
hrice fortunate Children ! to be reſcued from 
Ignorance and Vice, to which otherwiſe you 
might have been proſtituted. Happy Orphans ! 
And perhaps many of you for being ſo, ſince by 
God's good Providence you have found thoſe who 
have done more for you, than your Parents ei- 
ther would or could have done. Your Tongues 
and Voices are nom daily employ'd in Singing 


Pſalms and Hymns and Hallelujas, the buſineſs 
of Angels; which, had you been Uneducated, 


might have been defiPd with Oaths, and Curſes, 
and filthy Songs. 


Tux the Miſerable find an Ahlum, and st. partotw- 


there the maim'd Souldier or Seaman finds Reſt ve and St. 
Thomas's Hoſ- 


and Eaſe, and the Wounded one a Cure. And does 
it not expreſs the Honour, the Generoſity, and 


Gratitude too of a BRAVE NATION, that % 
C2 who 


I dare not give any one fort of Charity a Pre- 
ference to the reſt. As there are Varieties of Tem- 
pers and Judgments, ſo every Man has choice 
enough of being Merciful in his own Way. But 
woe to thoſe who, if they are able, are Merci- 
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( 20 ) 
who have run the hazard of their Health and 
Limbs in their Countrys Service, ſhould have the 
moſt able Heads and skilfull Hands to reſtore 
and repair them? And well do&THer deſerve 
it, who have fought ſo bravely for our Defence 
and Safety, and who carried the Britiſh Arms fo 
far, and the Britiſh Honour to its utmoſt height, 
and who did their Parts to make us a great and 
happy People. ?*T were great Pity then but that 
this Charity were enlarg'd, that we might not ſee 
fo many lamentable, and fome offenſive Objects 
in our Streets. How hard is it, that %) ſhould 
be forc'd to beg, who for ought we know kept 
us from doing fo ? That 7hey ſhould lye under 
a Neceſſity of asking Charity in an humble or 
perhaps a proſtrate manner, who have ſo often 


made their Enemies ſall before them, or kneel to 


them? How grievous muſt it be to a Couragi- 


ous Man! It makes his Wounds fmart afreſh, 


and almoſt bleed again. 

harder than the neither Milli- ſtone, who does not 
Pity them. REASON in our Natural Capacity in 
this reſembles the Grace of God in the Spiritual 
one, that when it is loſt or deprav'd, a Man is 
apt to do all the Miſchief he is able both to him- 
ſelf and others, as he who is deſerted by the 
Grace of God runs on unavoidably toDeſtruction. 
REASON is the Ray of Divinity, by which in a 
more particuliar manner we reſemble God him- 
ſelf; the loſs of it is one of the ſoreſt Calamities 
we can labour under in this World. How terri- 
ble is one Madman at liberty in a whole Neigh- 
bourhood ? How dreadful would it be were /o 
many let looſe among us, as are confin'd for owe 

8 g00 


As to the DisTRacTED, he muſt have a Heart 
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( 21 ) il 
good within thoſe Walls / The VEARXLY Report 1 
mentions. Conſiderable numbers of thuſe poor 1 
Wretches Recover'd, 7. e. Reſtor'd to the World, Wn 
for they were Loſt. | 10 
I muſt not forget the famous NEIGUHBOUuRING Biene 
HoseiTAL, a Workhouſe for Loyterers and La- 
' zy. Perſons, a Priſon and Correction-Houſe for 
the Idle and diſorderly Servant, and to thoſe ho 
will not otherwiſe be amended. And how Ne- 
ceflary is it in this GAT CITY Who is a Stran- 
ger to the Nightly Abominations of it? Who has 
not heard of the ſometimes irreparable miſchief . wo 
ariſing from the STRANGE Woman, Who in 80- % 3. 16 4 
LOMONS Language Fattereth with her Mouth, who 17, | 
forſaketh the Guide of her Touth, and forſaketh the 
Covenant of God, Were it not for the Rod, the | nl 
Whip, and the diſcipline of Labour, how man bl 
would be undone who are are not ſo? To thoſe | 
of ſervile Minds, immerſt in Vice, and who have 
no reliſh of Virtue, no Motives are ſo affecting as _ 
coercive ones, which bring Smart and Pain. 0 
Too much ſeverity then cannot be exercis'd on 71 
thoſe who meet Men in their nguarded hoars, \..| 
and rob them of their Health, their Virtue and 
Innocence, by which a Foundation 1s often laid 1 
of future Sorrow, and ever-during Grief we 
We mult not paſs by the New created Corporation London Work: | || 
for Work- Houſes in the City and Liberties of Lon- Hole. 
don, which like the Younger Brother, is ſtill the 
Pooreſt, and wants nothing but a larger Endow- 
ment to make it ſtand in competition with thoſe 
before. For here the Vagabonds, ſturdy Beggars, EY 
the pilfering young Vagrants are confin'd. Here 
their pretended Ails and Griefs, and Maims, 
and Lameneſs, are carefully examin'd, and 97 
5 195 pig 
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Impoſtures often detected; and this alone, be. 
lieve me, derives great Honour to thoſe who 
do it. For as it is a great aggravation of che 
Guile of Hypocriſy, that on its acconnt real 
Goodneſs is always ſuſpected hy ſome, and too of- 
ten fares the worſe for it; fo they who counter- 
feit Tlneſs, Defects and Wounds, deſerve a double 
number of Stripes, for making the Credulous be- 
lieve all are Cheats. 5 
I hope (Right Honourable and Worſhipfal ) 
vou will think it no breach of Charity, iſ I fay, 
that Common BEOGARs are certainly a great 
Nuſance, and no little Scandal to this Hoxou- 
RABLE CI Tx, and no ſmall Reflection on the 
Government of it. A Nuſance, of which none 
who walk our Streets can be inſenſible; and it is 
not much to our Reputation as a Nation, ſince 
Foreigners who ſee ſo many Poor, may be tempt- 
ed to think, Me are not ſo Rich, as we are reputed. 
*Tis true, where there are moſt Rich, there will 
be moſt Poor too, the Poor following the Rich 
as naturally as the Shadow does the Body ; yet I 
| believe it would be for the Honour of this City, 
rather to keep the Poor from Begging, than ſuffer 
them to be maintained by it. | 


But J muſt not forget to obſerve, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the Generous Settlements of our An- 
ceſtors, and the many later Contributions and Af. 
ſiſtances of the Charitable, yet We find Com- 
plaints from all theſe Foundations, that there are 
Deficiencies ia and Debts oz them. So that there 
is room enough for the Well-diſpoſed to help car- 
ry on thoſe Noble Deſigns, no leſs Ornamental 
than Advantagious to this City. : 
An 
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learn that any ſuch have been erected ſince the 


REFPORMATION. We read indeed of Ox k before, 


call'd ELS NG S>i[TTAL WITHIN CRIPPLE-GATE, 
built and endowed for 100 Blind People of this 
City, ſuppreſſed by King He NRX the VIIIth. fo 


quick-{ighted were they in finding out Superſtiti- 
on, which would turn to Account! 


Iwill detain you no longer, than to intreat you, 
that THis may be a Seaſon of ChARTTx in every 


good Senſe. And as we at this time commemo- 


rate the RESURRECTION OF OUR DEAP.EST LORD, 
the greateſt Bleſſing conferred upon the Sons of 
Men, for had he not Riſen, We had been ſtill in our 
Sins, ſo is it but juſt, that We who who were 


made ſo Happy our ſelves, ſhould make others ſo. 
That We {tain not our Feaſts by fierce yncharitable 


and unſeaſonable Diſputes, to be recsiled nei- 
ther to Chriſtianity, Charity, nor good Manners. 


To make ſuch an uſe of ſuch times as theſe, would 


be like Poyſoning Cordials themſelves, which 
were deſign'd to refreſh and heal us. I he times 
of Mens meeting on theſe Solemn Occaſions,ought 
to be a means of promoting Friendſhip and Love, 
and letting one another ſee by a nearer Conver- 
ſation, that they are not ſuch dreadtul Creatures 
as they are miſrepreſented: 


But ſince the Bleſſing of Union, ſo much long'd 
for by good Men, and fear'd by bad ones, muſt 


be owing to God alone, the Author of all Good 
things 


And altho' praiſed be God, there are ſo many 
ſorts, yet Icraveleave to recommend one more, and 
that is, HospiTALS FOR THE Pook BLIND. This 
is an unexceptionable Charity, and yet I cannot 


Founded by 
William E ſing 
Mercer, 132. 
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things; from mhom every- PM's at ad poet Gi, of 
Which number CHARITV is one © the Princi- 


pal, does come, I cannot therefore conclude bettet 
than i in that Excellent C ollect of our Church. 


0 Libd; who batt mani us, that all. our doings 
without Charity are nothing worth, ſend thy Holy 
Ghoſt, and poun iuto our Hearts that moſt ex- 
cellent gift of Charity, the very bond of Peace 

un of all Virtues, without which whoſoever li- 

vet h is counted 405 before thee: Grant this for 
"thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt”; s fake, | Amen. 


The Graze of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 1 the — 


of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Hol robs be 
* with us al ever- more. Amen. | 
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